
Jolene Ang

About 1,000 fresh tertiary gradu-
ates here are set to benefit from a 
new $500,000 fund set up in re-
sponse to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The fund was set up by the South 
West  Community  Development  
Council and Koh Kock Leong Enter-
prise,  in  partnership  with  micro-
learning platform Gnowbe. 

Eligible graduates will be given ac-
cess to a training course of  their  
choice on GnowbeLearn, an online 
library of accredited and certified 
courses suited for learning on mo-
bile  devices.  The  courses  aim  to  
equip them with critical skills such 
as  design  thinking  and  en-
trepreneurship  to  help  them  in-
crease their employability. 

Graduates  will  each  receive  a  
$500  grant  when  they  complete  
the course they have chosen.

Mayor  of  South  West  District  
Low Yen Ling, who helped launch 
the fund yesterday, said: “We recog-
nise that the pandemic and this pe-
riod  of  economic  uncertainty  
present  many  challenges  to  our  
fresh  graduates,  especially  those  
from low-income families. Besides 
the increased difficulties in landing 
a job, the financial stability of their 
families may be threatened. 

“Through  this  partnership...  we  
seek to enhance the employability 

of the young graduates by equip-
ping them with relevant skills,  as 
well as provide them with some fi-
nancial relief and encouragement. 
The  bite-size  learning  modules  
from  Gnowbe  can  be  easily  ac-
cessed  online  and  be  completed  
anywhere  and  anytime,”  said  Ms  
Low, who is also Senior Parliamen-
tary  Secretary  for  Education and  
Manpower.

Mr Koh Tiam Teck, managing di-
rector of Koh Kock Leong Enter-
prise, added: “We are glad to be on 
board (with) this initiative to pro-
vide timely support to fresh gradu-
ates affected by Covid-19 and hope 
that  our  contribution  will  help  
them through this trying period.”

Eligible graduates should be resi-
dents of  South West  District  and 
graduate  between  last  December  

and this December.
They should come from a house-

hold  with  a  combined  gross  
monthly  income  of  $3,500  or  
lower,  or  of  $875  per  capita  or  
lower. Other criteria apply. The full 
list,  as  well  as  application proce-
dure, can be found on
https://go.gov.sg/SWCDCGRIT
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The Asian Medical  Foundation (AMF),  a  charity  
affiliated with Raffles Medical Group and whose pa-
tron is Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, 
has set up a $5 million AMF Silver Care Fund to help 
vulnerable  Singaporean  seniors  affected  by  the  
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The fund has already received contributions from 
several prominent Singaporean businessmen who 
wish to remain anonymous. 

It  will  support two causes:  $3.5 million will  be 
dispensed under the AMF Elder Voucher scheme to 
help some 30,000 seniors with purchasing food and 
household items, while $1.5 million under the AMF 
Elder  Health  scheme  will  support  pilot  projects  
aimed at improving seniors’ access to healthcare and 
enhancing their physical and mental well-being. 

The AMF Elder Voucher scheme is slated to start in 
September, with assistance from government agen-
cies in identifying seniors who are most in need. 

The AMF Elder Health scheme will support pilot 
projects  that  strengthen  seniors’  and  caregivers’  
access to medical escort and respite care services, 
and implement telehealth solutions in the commu-
nity so that seniors with chronic yet stable condi-
tions can consult their doctors without visiting poly-
clinics or hospitals. 

As a start to this scheme, AMF is piloting the Care-
giver Support Network launched in January with 
community stakeholders in Marine Parade GRC, as 
well as supporting Elder Health pilot projects in the 
Kampong Glam constituency, where Raffles Hospi-
tal is situated. 

The foundation is also in discussions with other 
healthcare  partners  to  set  up  telehealth  pilot  
projects in selected Housing Board towns. 

AMF chairman Loo Choon Yong said: “Seniors’ 
daily lives and routines have been heavily disrupted 
by Covid-19. They need much more help to cope 
with this new normal.” 
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People in Singapore have stepped 
up to help those in need and those 
most affected by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

From January to last month, $90 
million was donated to the Commu-
nity Chest, the Community Founda-
tion of Singapore’s Sayang Sayang 

Fund which was set up in February, 
and through online donation plat-
form Giving.sg.

This amount was about equal to 
the overall  donations  received  by  
the Community Chest and Giving.sg 
throughout the whole of last year, 
said the Ministry of Culture, Commu-
nity and Youth and the Ministry of 
Social and Family Development in a 
joint statement yesterday.

The ministries  added that more 
than 13,300 people signed up to vol-
unteer through Giving.sg in the first 
five months of this year, compared 
with 11,300 in the same period last 
year. This was despite a decrease in 
volunteering  opportunities  during  
the circuit breaker period.

Minister for Culture, Community 
and Youth Grace Fu said the pan-
demic has not dampened the spirit 
of  caring in  people  here,  but  has  
brought out the best in Singaporeans 
and shown that many in the commu-
nity care about the country deeply.

“Let us continue to grow this spirit 
of Singapore Together and partner 
one another to overcome our chal-
lenges. By doing so, we will make it 
through  this  difficult  period  and  
emerge as a stronger society,” said 
Ms Fu.

Of the $90 million, $42.2 million 
was  donated  to  the  Community  
Chest, of which 40 per cent went to 
causes related to Covid-19.

During the same period last year, 
the  Community  Chest  collected  
$22.9 million in donations.

Under the Sayang Sayang Fund, 
more than 4,500 donors – individu-
als, multinational corporations and 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
– contributed $7.6 million from Feb-
ruary to last month.

The  donations  to  the  Sayang  
Sayang Fund have funded over 330 
projects that help individuals, fami-
lies and seniors from marginalised 
backgrounds  who  have  been  af-
fected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The  Giving.sg  portal  received  
$40.7 million from January to last 
month, with $20.4 million donated 

in April,  after the first tranche of  
$600 Solidarity Payments was given 
out. The bulk of donors contributed 
to causes related to Covid-19, such as 
to help migrant workers and health-
care staff.

The ministries noted that while do-
nations to causes related to Covid-19 
have increased during this period, 
causes  not  directly  related to  the 
coronavirus have experienced a de-
cline in donations.

They added that the Community 
Chest projected a 20 to 30 per cent 
drop in donations this year for its 
funded programmes.

To aid these charities, the National 
Volunteer and Philanthropy Centre 
has launched the City of Good Show, 
an online game show fund-raiser.  
Episodes will air every Wednesday 
at  8pm  on the centre’s  Facebook 
page from this week on.

Minister for Social and Family De-
velopment  Desmond  Lee  said  he  
was encouraged that the commu-
nity spirit is strong and Singapore-
ans  from  all  walks  of  life  have  
pitched in to help fight the coron-
avirus. He added, though, that it was 
imperative to focus on community 
needs that go beyond causes related 
to Covid-19.

“Our social service agencies need 
our sustained support so that they 
can continue to deliver critical ser-
vices, as well as meet growing and 
more complex needs in our society,” 
said Mr Lee. “With everyone lending 
a helping hand and looking out for 
one another, Singapore will emerge 
stronger from Covid-19.”
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Palm oil giant Musim Mas is donat-
ing $5 million in total to five local or-
ganisations, to help those affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The Singapore-based company an-
nounced in a statement yesterday 
that, under its Musim Mas Project 
Onward initiative, each beneficiary 
will receive $1 million.

The  donation  will  benefit  the  
Alzheimer’s  Disease  Association  
(ADA), Metta Welfare Association, 
The  Majurity  Trust,  The  Straits  
Times School Pocket Money Fund 
(STSPMF)  and  Singapore  General  
Hospital (SGH).

The company said the donation is 
meant  to  demonstrate  solidarity  
with and commitment to vulnerable 
families and individuals in need dur-

ing this period. Musim Mas Hold-
ings chief financial officer and exec-
utive director Alvin Lim said: “The 
Government’s  swift  and  decisive  
policies meant that most Singapore-
ans are able to cope with the after-
shocks  of  Covid-19.  However,  we  
recognise there are many less privi-
leged families and individuals who 
need more help now. 

“We hope this cash donation will 
inspire and empower these organisa-
tions to rise above the uncertainties 
brought about by the pandemic.”

Last year, Musim Mas donated $1 
million to the ADA to fund its thera-
pies and programmes.

Mr  Lim  said  the  company  was  
moved by the organisation’s continu-
ous efforts to serve the dementia  

community despite facing multiple 
challenges caused by the Covid-19 
situation.

ADA  chief  executive  Jason  Foo  
said: “With (Musim Mas’) support, 
we will be able to bring more quality 
dementia  care  programmes,  ser-
vices and support to persons with de-

mentia and caregivers, especially in 
these challenging times.”

SGH said the money will  go to-
wards developing innovative mod-
els of care and research, to benefit 
healthcare workers and patients.

Mr Warren Fernandez, chairman 
of  STSPMF  and editor-in-chief of  

Singapore Press Holdings’ English/ 
Malay/Tamil  Media  Group,  noted  
that during these trying times, many 
more families will find themselves 
in need.

“Which is why we are grateful to 
generous  donors,  such  as  Musim  
Mas, for stepping up to help charita-

ble  efforts.  Through  these  dona-
tions, we are able to do more to help 
ensure that our young do not go to 
school hungry or in need,” said Mr 
Fernandez, who is also editor of The 
Straits Times.

Metta Welfare Association’s Ven-
erable Chao Khun Fa Zhao said the 
money will help ensure that Metta 
School graduates aged 18 and above, 
who have intellectual disabilities or 
autism,  can  continue  their  voca-
tional, work and life-skills training.

Mr Martin Tan, executive director 
of  philanthropic  organisation  The  
Majurity Trust, said that the impact 
of Covid-19 has worsened the collec-
tive mental health and well-being of 
the community.

He  added:  “Our  children  and  
youth are among the most vulnera-
ble (to mental health issues). In re-
cent years, there has been a worry-
ing increase in the number of youth 
suicides.

“This  Musim  Mas  donation  will  
provide timely support to comple-
ment  existing  efforts  to  help  our  
youth struggling with mental health 
challenge.” 

Goh Yan Han

(From left) Mr Koh Tiam Teck, managing director of Koh Kock Leong Enterprise; Ms Low Yen Ling, Mayor of South West 
District; and Ms So-Young Kang, chief executive of Gnowbe, at the cheque presentation ceremony yesterday. 
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Five beneficiaries to 
receive $1m each 
from palm oil giant

From far left: 
Musim Mas 
Holdings chief 
financial officer 
and executive 
director Alvin 
Lim, chief 
executive and 
executive 
chairman Lim 
Ek Tjioe and 
group executive 
director of 
industrial and 
corporate 
services Lim 
Ek Kian. Musim 
Mas will donate 
$5m in total. 
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Sum equals donations ComChest, Giving.sg 
received in 2019; bulk of funds for Covid-19 aid

Coronavirus pandemic

Free online courses, $500 grant for fresh grads 

Charity sets up 
$5m fund to help 
vulnerable seniors

Donations to 3 charities here 
total $90m in first 5 months
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