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The remaining wooden seating 
planks salvaged from the former 
National Stadium will be turned 
into benches, and the Urban Re-
development Authority (URA) 
is seeking design ideas for them 
from the public.  

The URA yesterday launched 
a public competition called 
Re:Bench for designers aged 35 
and under to send in ideas for 
the benches that will be fea-
tured in public spaces around 
Singapore. Some 2,000 seating 
planks from the former National 
Stadium are left. It is estimated 
that about 40 more benches can 
be produced from these planks.

The competition is the second 
edition of one called Bench in 

URA seeks design benchmarks for stadium seats
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the authority’s chief executive 
next month, said: “Through 
the bench project, we see good 
design tangibly expressed in 
beautiful and useful ways. The 
benches not only commemorate 
the former National Stadium, 
but have also injected vibrancy 
to the public spaces they are in.”  

He said he wanted to bring 
this buzz to other areas using 
the remaining planks. Submis-
sions for Re:Bench opened yes-
terday and will close on Nov 30.

Winning designs will each be 
awarded a $1,000 cash prize. 

More details on the competi-
tion can be found at www.our-
faveplace.sg/ReBench
— THE STRAITS TIMES

2012, in which 30 designs were 
selected and commissioned.  

The 30 designs from 2012 
have been transformed into 93 
benches situated at 23 public 
spaces in Singapore.

Mr Lim Eng Hwee, URA’s 
chief planner who will become 

A 31-year-old woman was arrested yesterday for allegedly driving 
a car into the swimming pool of a Sembawang condominium last 
Tuesday.

The New Paper understands that another suspect may be in-
volved.

The police were alerted to the incident at Skypark Residences 
at Sembawang Crescent at about 10.20pm and had classified it as 
a rash act.

TNP had reported earlier that the driver left the scene and had 
not been found. 

A resident, who wanted to be known only as Mr Liu, had told 
Chinese evening daily Lianhe Wanbao that a man and a woman 
had entered the condo to deliver a document to a colleague. 

The condo’s security guard had apparently given them direc-
tions but they made a wrong turn and drove up a grassy patch for 
about 80m, turned again and ended up in the pool.

A spokesman for the condo management had told TNP this 
was the first such incident there. Investigations are ongoing.
— ELAINE LEE

Woman who allegedly drove into 
condo swimming pool arrested
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Singapore’s national online do-
nation platform is introducing 
measures to ensure that money 
raised is used responsibly, fol-
lowing debate over crowdfund-
ing efforts that garnered six-fig-
ure sums.

This new feature will start at 
the end of the year when Giving.
sg — which is run by the Nation-
al Volunteer and Philanthropy 
Centre (NVPC) — begins host-
ing fund-raisers by non-profit 
group Ray of Hope Initiative 
(ROHI) on behalf of individuals.

ROHI will assess a benefi-
ciary’s needs after reviewing his 
bills and whether he gets finan-
cial aid from other schemes.

It then decides how much 
money needs to be raised and 
sets up the campaign page for 
him, typically within a week of 
being informed of the case.

Donations are given to ben-
eficiaries in instalments.

Where possible, ROHI pays 
bills directly to the billing or-
ganisation — such as a hospital 
or school — or gives shopping 
vouchers, so donations are used 
for the intended purposes.

If the amount raised exceeds 
the target, excess funds go to 
other ROHI beneficiaries whose 
fund-raising targets were not 
met.

ROHI has these measures in 
place for the campaigns run on 
its own website and crowdfund-
ing platform SimplyGiving.

Measures to ensure online 
donations are used properly 

The team at Ray of Hope Initiative has measures in place to ensure donations are used responsibly. PHOTO: THE STRAITS TIMES

The move to tighten oversight 
over public donations to indi-
viduals on crowdfunding plat-
forms comes after several online 
appeals have raised up to nearly 
$1 million.

cLARIFY
Such drives have prompted the 
Government to say it will step 
in to clarify what it says may 
be misleading or incomplete 
accounts when people ask for 
money.

NVPC digital innovation 
director Andy Sim, in a forum 
letter in The Straits Times to-
day, wrote: “We recognise the 
advantages of allowing donors 

New feature for national donation platform Giving.sg at year-end
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Hair straighteners and LED 
standing lamps are among 
the new household appli-
ances that will have to be 
registered with Singapore’s 
safety authority, if proposed 
amendments are passed.  

This follows risk assess-
ments done by Spring Singa-
pore that found them to be of 
“similar risk profile to exist-
ing controlled goods”, said 
the authority yesterday.  

Currently, there are 45 
categories of household elec-
trical, electronic and gas ap-
pliances and accessories that 
are considered controlled 
goods and must be given the 
safety mark by Spring before 
they can be sold in Singapore.  

The hair and LED products 
that are being considered for 
registration currently have to 
meet international, regional 
or national safety standards 
before they can be sold here, 
but they do not need to be 
registered with Spring.  

The Consumers Associa-
tion of Singapore (Case) said 
it had one complaint about 
haircare appliances from 
January to July and one about 
table and standing lamps.

Spring is seeking public 
feedback on the proposed 
amendments. 

The public can share their 
views and comments with 
Spring through e-mail at 
safety@spring.gov.sg by 
Sept 13.

 
kxinghui@sph.com.sg
mzlim@sph.com.sg

Hair straighteners 
might need 
Spring’s approval

to give directly to beneficiaries. 
However, more should be done 
to ensure that these donations 
meet the intended needs.”

In reply to ST queries, he add-
ed: “From time to time, some 
individuals who have suffered a 
sudden crisis or have unplanned 
needs write in to Giving.sg, ask-
ing if we can help them. We’d 
then recommend a related char-
ity that they may contact to 
fund-raise on their behalf.

“This approach tends to be 
limiting as charities often are 
already occupied by their own 
fund-raising and other pro-
grammes.”

NVPC’s tie-up with ROHI 

will allow individuals to ap-
proach the latter to raise funds 
on their behalf, while having a 
wider reach online.

Campaigns on Giving.sg, in-
cluding those for individuals, 
can now be set up only by regis-
tered charities.

But NVPC said it made an 
exception for ROHI, which is 
working towards being one, as it 
has an established aid applica-
tion process to effectively assess 
the needs of the individuals.

goyshiyi@sph.com.sg 
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