
PropNex CEO donates $1m for new scholarships

More than 700 Malay/Muslim students in primary schools, the Institute of Technical Education, polytechnics and 
universities can apply for scholarships and bursaries under a new agreement between Yayasan Mendaki and PropNex 
chief executive Ismail Gafoor, who has donated $1 million. At the signing ceremony at One Farrer Hotel yesterday were 
(seated, from left) Mr Ismail’s father, Mr Abdul Gafoore; Mr Ismail; Madam Zuraidah Abdullah, chief executive of Mendaki; 
and Mr Noor Azlan Salim, deputy director for partnerships at Mendaki. The event was witnessed by Senior Minister of 
State Zaqy Mohamad (standing, right) and Haji Abdul Razak Maricar, chairman of the Education Trust Fund, which was 
started by Malay/Muslim Members of Parliament. In addition, a Mathematics Coaching Funding Award will provide 
targeted help to lower primary school pupils through one-on-one instruction in the subject. ST PHOTO: MOHD KHALID BABA
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The National Care Hotline, which 
provides  psychological  first  aid  
and  emotional  support  to  those  
who dial in, will shorten its operat-
ing hours from Jan 1 next year.

The hotline, which currently op-
erates from 8am to midnight, will 
operate from 8am to 8pm daily.

This comes as call volumes have 
stabilised, and the adjustment will 
also help to ensure the hotline “re-
mains sustainable as we transition 
to living with Covid-19 in Singa-
pore”, said the Ministry of Social 
and Family Development yester-
day.

From Jan 1 next year, members 
of the public who call the National 
Care Hotline after 8pm will be di-
rected  to  alternative  helplines  
where they can seek relevant assis-
tance.

More  than  50,000  calls  have  
been  dialled  to  the  hotline,  at  
1800-202-6868, as at August.

Apart from offering emotional  
support to anyone who needs it, 
trained  officers  will  link  callers  
with social  service agencies and 
specialised services if needed.

The line was set up on April 10 
last  year,  during  the  circuit-
breaker period as a 24-hour hot-
line.

More  than  300  psychologists,  
counsellors,  social  workers,  psy-

chiatrists and public officers from 
about 50 agencies stepped up to 
man the helpline round the clock. 
More volunteers came on board 
later.

Callers dialled in about a range of 
issues such as queries about govern-
ment Covid-19 support measures, 
financial issues and emotional sup-
port. Some also faced family con-
flicts, divorce and parenting issues, 
while others experienced aggres-
sion by family members.

In September last year, the oper-
ating  hours  were  shortened  to  
8am to midnight as the number of 
calls in the wee hours declined and 
the volunteer pool was reduced.

gyanhan@sph.com.sg

Syarafana Shafeeq 

The light show with a cause that 
was launched at the beginning of 
the  month  has  raised  close  to  

$900,000 so far.
The Shine A Light campaign by 

philanthropic organisation The Ma-
jurity Trust has been putting the 
spotlight on local ground-up initia-
tives  through  60  moving  light  
beams mounted on the floor of the 

Marina Bay Promontory since Dec 
1. The show concludes on Friday.

While there is no charge for view-
ing the nightly light show, the pub-
lic is encouraged to make a dona-
tion or  “adopt”  a  light beam for 
$20,000.  The  money will  go  to-
wards  providing  grants  to  five  
funds that target different benefi-
ciaries.

The Scaffold Fund aims to pro-
mote stronger community bonds 

between locals and migrant work-
ers, as well as address the needs of 
domestic  workers  and  low-wage  
migrant workers.

Youth mental health and the el-
derly are among the focus of the 
other funds.

Chief executive of The Majurity 
Trust Martin Tan said: “It has been 
a difficult year for many, and we 
are already grateful for all the sup-
port we have received. In the com-

ing days and weeks, we will con-
tinue  to  speak  with  donors  and  
partners  to  raise  the  funds  our  
grantee partners need in 2022.”

The  beams  are  in  different  
colours each week to highlight a dif-
ferent cause, with magenta lights 
featuring from today to Friday, to 
represent  Singapore’s  harmony,  
say the organisers.

One of the ground-up initiatives 
that  will  benefit  from  the  fund-
raiser is 6th Sense, a befriending 
programme  for  children  from  
rental flats in Kebun Baru.

Its  co-founder  Abhishek  Bajaj  
said: “Beyond Covid-19’s impact on 
the communities, we are working 
towards stabilising and flourishing 
in our impact on the children we 
serve.

“Thus, we are planning a whole 
host  of  activity  themes  which  
revolve around sports – learning 
roller blading, picking up new art 
techniques,  and  venturing  into  

speech and  drama.  The  Shine  A  
Light fund raiser will help us kick-
start these possibilities early and al-
low us to focus on making these a 
reality.”

The campaign has also been of-
fering a weekly roll-out of activi-
ties since the start of this month, 
such as podcasts and videos featur-
ing leaders of ground-up initiatives 
like Mr Abhishek.

The Shine A Light display is pre-
sented by the Urban Redevelop-
ment Authority as one of the high-
lights of the Marina Bay Singapore 
Countdown 2022, alongside light 
projection  show  Share  The  Mo-
ment,  which  transforms  the  fa-
cades of The Fullerton Hotel Singa-
pore, the ArtScience Museum and 
the Merlion.

To  donate  to  the  fund  raiser,
go  to  https://www.giving.sg/the-
majurity-trust/shine_a_light 
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Shine A Light campaign 
raises $900,000 so far

People enjoying 
the Shine A 
Light show at 
the promontory 
at Marina Bay 
yesterday. The 
Shine A Light 
campaign by 
philanthropic 
organisation The 
Majurity Trust 
puts the 
spotlight on 
local ground-up 
initiatives 
through 60 
moving light 
beams mounted 
on the floor of 
the Marina Bay 
Promontory. The 
show started on 
Dec 1 and ends 
on Friday.
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Money will go towards funds for migrant 
workers, youth mental health and the elderly
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