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Surge in donations for charity
crowdfunding sites in 2021
Giving.sg received $95.5m,
the largest sum collected
since it was started in 2010

‘It’s a miracle’: Boy treated with $3m drug
donated by public can now walk with support
Two-year-old Devdan Devaraj,
who has a neuromuscular disease, can now stand and walk
with support, thanks to the almost $3 million donated by the
public which allowed him to be
treated with the “world’s most
expensive drug”.
“A year ago, my husband and I
couldn’t even picture him walking. At that point, even standing
was an issue. So to see him walk
now and even ride a tricycle
with some assistance is such a
miracle to us,” his mother, Mrs
Shu Wen Devaraj, told The
Straits Times.
In just 10 days in August last
year, about 30,000 people donated a total of $2.87 million
through crowdfunding charity
Ray of Hope for Devdan’s treatment.
Ray of Hope’s general manager, Mr Tan En, said the sum is
the largest raised for a single
beneficiary on its platform.
The amount was almost twothirds of the $4.4 million Ray of
Hope collected from 214 fundraisers on its site last year.
Mr Tan said that on average, a
fund-raiser on the platform usually collects between $2,000
and $3,000.

He said of the campaign for Devdan: “To my knowledge, I believe it’s among the largest for a
single fund-raiser in Singapore.”
Devdan is the only child of
civil servant Dave Devaraj and
his interior designer wife. The
couple are both 33 years old.
When he was one month old,
the Singaporean boy was diagnosed with spinal muscular atrophy, which leads to muscle weakness that worsens over time.
If left untreated, he could face
total immobility in his teens,
among a host of other problems.
In September last year, Devdan was treated with Zolgensma, a one-time gene therapy treatment for children with
spinal muscular atrophy, at the
National University Hospital.
It is touted as the most expensive drug in the world and costs
around $2.9 million.
Mrs Devaraj said: “We cannot
thank the public enough for
their donations and we will always be grateful to them. I hope
they know that their kindness
has changed Devdan’s entire
life.”
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Two-year-old Devdan Devaraj was diagnosed with spinal
muscular atrophy, which, if untreated, could lead to total
immobility in his teens. PHOTO: LOVE_DEVDAN/INSTAGRAM

Singaporeans gave generously to charity as online
donation platforms collected record sums last year
despite the protracted Covid-19 pandemic’s toll on
jobs and finances.
Giving.sg received a record $95.5 million in donations – the largest sum collected since it was
started by the National Volunteer and Philanthropy Centre (NVPC) in 2010.
The $95.5 million is a 2 per cent increase from the
amount in 2020 and is more than double the $35.8
million collected in pre-pandemic 2019.
Some 625 charities use Giving.sg to raise funds
and it is the leading national digital giving platform.
The record donations last year were driven by a
rise in virtual giving during the pandemic, said the
NVPC yesterday.
There were more than 4,800 fund-raising campaigns on Giving.sg last year, a 21 per cent jump
from 2020, and 6 per cent more non-profit groups
used it to raise funds last year.
On Dec 31, the site collected close to $3.5 million
– the largest sum collected in a single day.
There are only a few online donation sites here
and another crowdfunding platform, Ray of Hope,
collected $4.4 million in donations last year.
This is roughly the same amount collected in
2020 but it was 10 times more than the $408,000
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Who let the tigers out?
Go behind the scenes of this
year’s Chinese New Year
light-up in Chinatown, as well
as the upcoming River
Hongbao, which will be held
for the second time at Gardens
by the Bay.
str.sg/tigers
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